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ENG I H Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Welcome to summer! In preparation for your freshman English Honors class, you have a 
summer reading assignment. 
 
PART ONE: Literary Analysis: 
First, you will need to familiarize yourself with the stages of the Hero’s Journey, or Campbell’s 
Monomyth Theory1 (Appendix A).  
 
As you are beginning to see the stages of the Hero’s Journey, you will use this understanding to 
analyze Markus Zusak’s novel The Book Thief2. As you read, take notes of the stages of the 
Hero’s Journey, which are present in the novel.  
 
Do not just identify an event for each stage of the journey, but also include your rationale and 
justification for how the specific event in the novel is a representation of the specific stage of 
the journey. If you do not see evidence for a stage, include a brief explanation of why that stage 
was omitted from the plot.  
 
 
PART TWO: Multi-media Analysis: 
Now, to deepen your analysis of the Hero’s Journey, you will be responsible for analyzing the 
film, The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey3, for evidence of the Hero’s Journey.  
 
Do not just identify an event for each stage of the journey, but also include your rationale and 
justification for how the specific event in the film is a representation of the specific stage of the 
journey. If you do not see evidence for a stage, include a brief explanation of why that stage 
was omitted from the plot.  
 
PART THREE: Visual Analysis: 
As you have finished analyzing the novel and the film for evidence of the Hero’s Journey, you 
will create a visual representation of what the stages of the Hero’s Journey are. Use textual 
evidence from the novel and supporting evidence from the film to justify your claims.  
 
This visual analysis will be due on the first full-day of class; no late assignments will be 
accepted. If you have questions, please feel free to send me an e-mail over the summer; I will be 
checking my e-mail weekly over break, so be patient and I will respond.  
 
 
Dr. Robinson 
 
jrobinson@mssd14.org 

																																																								
1	Campbell, J. The Power of Myth. Doubleday, 1988. 
2	Zusak, M. The Book Theif. Knopf, 2006.  
3	Jackson, P. The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey. New Line Cinema, 2012. 


